94        Law relating to Fornication (Una) in the Islamic Legal System     [Ch.-lll
throw ample light upon the fact that rajm has been recognised and
practised as a measure of punishment in case of married partners:
(1) Abu Ornamah reported that Osman-b-Afifan
ascended on a high place on the day of the Door
and said: I recite to you in Hie name of Allah. Don't
you know that the Messenger of Allah said : It is
not lawful to take blood of a Muslim except for
either of three things : fornication after marriage, or
infidelity after Islam or murder of a person without
right and he is to be killed in his place. By Allah, I
have not committed fornication neither in the Days
of ignorance nor in Islam, nor have I turned a
retrograde since I took allegiance to the Messenger
of Allah, nor have I killed any person whom Allah
has made unlawful; so on what account will you put
me to death.84
Ayesha reported that the Messenger of Allah said: It
is not lawful to take the blood of a Muslim who bears
witness that there is no deity but Allah and that
Mohammad is the Apostle of Allah except for either
of three things : Fornication after marriage as he is
subject to stoning to death, a man who comes out
fighting with Allah and His Prophet as he shall be killed,
hanged or banished from the land; or one who kills a
soul and then he shall be killed for it85
The case of Ma'az-b-Malik has been an authentic one
accepted by all the Muslim Jurists, wherein it is retold that the
Prophet ordered the sentence of stoning to death when Ma'az
confessed his crime during four different appearances. Similar are
said to be the instances of Ghameda, and Mager-al-Aslami.
While these traditions are to be found in Siha Sitta, the six
widely read and well accepted books on Hadith, the four Imams
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